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Hinted in my laft, how the Severities 


Driving Men into Temptation, and thus 
that Law makes Knaves of Honeft Men; 
Occafion, they fay, makes a Thief, and I fay, 
_ Extremity makes 4 Kpave 4 the Prudent 
_ part therefore of a Mild and juft Govern- 
ment, is always Govera’d by this known 
Maxim, to make no body Dejperate. 


~nerally Miftaken Notions in the World a- 
bout Honefty, and thofe that have never 
had occafion to try their Integrity, are too 
apt to Cenfure thofe that have; I believe 
there are Occafions, in which the Neceffity 


js too hard, even tor Humane Natureit felf, 
tho’ back’d with Reafon, and Fortify’d with 


of our prefent Tréating of Debtors, . 
Ae Was one way of Forcing Men upon. 
_ Defperate Praétices, and not Leading but | 


1 ain of the Opinion, that we have ge-. 


Numb, 28. 


THE 


ENGLISH NATION. 


—Cuefday, March, 5. 1706. 


_ Religion; how elfe have we known Mea 
driven to the Neceility of Eating one anv- 
ther, and very Solemnly fay Grace, or Crave 
a Bleffing upon the Horrid Repaft ? Were 
the Honefteft Man in the World, broughc 
to the Neceffity of Starving, he wouldnot 
only Borrow when he could not Pay, but 
Steal or do any be pt, 7 
You are an Honeft Man, you fay! Pray, 
Sir, was you ever Try’d ? Have you feen 
your felf, Wife, and Dear Children, ready 
to Perifh for Food, and having your Neigh- 
bours Loaf in your Cupboard, or bis Money 
in your Hands, for ‘sis al one, refus'd to 
touch it, and le¢ them Starve rather than 
Taft it, becaufe it was none of your own? 
J sell you,Sir,you would not Eat your Neigh- 
bours Bread only, but your Neighbour him- 
felf, rather than Starve, and your Jena 
wou 
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would afl Shipwrack ia the Storm of Ne- 
cefity —————— Agar was a Wife Man, 
when he Prays, give me nos Poverty, left 
I Steal; to me the Words very plainly Im- 
ly, Lord ! keep me from Poverty, for J 
all cersainly be @ Thief; and { firmly be- 
jeve, therenever was a Mando Honeft, 
but would Steal, before he woyld Ssarve, 
and if he did not, it was want of Op- 
portunity. ; 
But this ishythe by, I thal Treat this 
more at large in another Place; ig only 
ferves here, to Illuftrate the prefeat Ar- 
guments , Laws to faced elbeprd Lea? 
men, ia the Mann de, are the Fouge 
dation of gur General Eompatak{ where 
there is ap Mercy fhomwn a Debtor, it of 
Courfe makes him Defperate, and fills his 
Mouth with too many Arguments, to En- 
courage him to the Defrauding of . his 
Creditors, even in his own Rational and ne- 
ceflary Defence. 
Nor are their too Plaufible Pretences 
eafie to be Anfwer’d, viz, That felf-Pre- 
eryation is the fir/t Lam, that they are re- 
c’'d to that Neceffity by Rogues, that have 
Cheated them, and not by their own Er- 
rors; and if the Laws and Creditors are fo 
Uamerciful; their Anger, like thar of Fa. 
cob’s Sons, is Curfed, becaule ig is fierce, 
and their Wrath becaufe it is Cruel: it is 
Unjuf, and becomes a Violence they 
ought to refift. That Nature Diétates to 


them, they ought to keep themfelves out 


of Gaels to thefe they addReafon and Scrip- 
sure, That what is unavoidable, as their 
Difafter. has been, cannot be Criminal ; 
That they are Unhappy but not Unfair 3 That 
if. the Creditor refufes the utmoft a Debtor 
can'do, the Debtor Difcharges the Ho- 
neft Man, and the Creditor becomes the 
Criminal ; that the Crime of a Debtor 
‘cannot be Efteem’d Felony, and therefore 
ought not to be Punifh’d with ‘Death, ef- 
cially with the moft Cruel .and intolefa- 
ble Torments, fuch as Starving, Hunger, 
wnfuiferadle Cold and  Languithing , 
Irretrievable Perifon 5 that the Honeft Deb- 
‘tor is a Man of Misfortune, mot Crime, and 
to fach,. Campaffion - thowld''be thew not 
Croelcy; be fhowld be Picy’d not Ponith’d ; 
7ho; ‘the Sripture is Exprefs'd again {uch 


Barbarous Treatment, and prompts Meg 
to Commiferate their Fellow Creatures in 
{uch Cafes; that a Man ought‘notto be 
Starv’d in the worft Cafes; and the Frailty 
of Humane Nature ought to be fe-far com. 
fider’d, that even the Tbicf, that is driven 
to be fp, for meer Importunate Hugger, — 
fhou’d got be Punifh’d ; whereia the Scrip. 
ture, tho’ it does not puftifie the Thefg, ree 
quires Men to confider, that were they 
driven to the like Extremities, Nature hag — 
the fame Infirmities in all, and would Suc. | 
cumb and yield under the too ftrong Tem- 
ptation of Irrefiftable Famine: Agaia, they — 
have the Scripture to Piead in the Article 
of Debt; he who has been forgiven, or 
that expeéts ir, by his Heavenly Father, 
the vaft Debt of Ten Thoufarnd Talents, — 
in Crimes and Offences, fhould confider 
that Bounty, when he takes his Neigh- — 
bour by the Throat, with a Pay me that 
thou Oweft, for the Trifling- Trefpafs joka 
few'Pence ; Common Circumitances are ale 
fo to be Commiferated ; it the Debtor be 
abfolutely Unable to Pay, the Cruelty is 
Exprefly fprbidden in Scripture ; Why 
foouldft thou sake bis Bed from under bim? — 
’Tis a ftcong Negative 3 Why foould you be 
fo Barbarous ? The Mawhas nothing toPay, 
pothing but his “Bed, on which he fhould 
reft in his Afli&tion. His Bed ! You would — 
not be fuch a Brute, to take away that 
frqm him ; Why fhou’d you be foInhu- — 
mane? Thou fhalt not take bis Bed from n= 
der bim, ids 
Thefe. Arguings have too much Reafon 
in them ¢o'be refifted, efpecially when-a 
Man has the prevailing Cries of a Di- 
ftcefs’d Family,and Innocent Children, to 
rompt him to think of his Cafe, and pre- 
erve fomething for them, to keep them 
from. the laft Extremities of Mifery, = 
Aad all this would be prevented by a 
little Lenity, a little Chriftian Compafhon © 


in Men or Governments towards fuch Deb- 
texs only, who being reduc’d to she Nee 
ecfhity of Breaking, would be juft to the — 
World if they might, and Honeftly deliver 
uptheir Effedts, ifthcy were not driven to _ 
the Neceflicy of being Knayes by Unreafo- 
able Terrors. eet 
‘MISCET- 


Becbersible are the Hardfhips and Di- 
Xk fiteffes, that this “Miferable Nation is 
~ full of, onthe Account of the A& of Par- 
_ Tiament , for Perpetual Jmprifonment of 
_ Debtors ; but leit the Prefent. Age fhould 
oe -queftion the Severity,-and Pofterity fhould 
_ think ita Romance, J cannot but think an 
 Inftance or two very uleful ‘iA this Cafe ; 
anid the following rtake from a Letter, lefc 


C at the Printers of this Paper, by one of the 
__ Officers of the Prifon at Nemgate. 

Town I know not the Perfon, but as 
_ Vouchers may be had fo near, and the 
_ Name of the Man is fet at length, aay 


Man mav go there tu be Gatisfyd the Let- 


4 ter is as follows. 
me SIR, Feb. 19. 1706, 
- F Cannog but crave leave to trouble you with 
J the Cafe of « Gentleman now in Newgate, 
which feems to me both in its Nature and 
4 Gircumftances Jo very bard, that othing can 
| fhew the barbzrous Effeds of whas you mo 
properly call the murtberous Warrant AG, 
more, and of whicbtherefore you may make 
| whernfe, on occafion, you think fit: The Cafe 
 obus’s- 
x _ One Alexander:Carleton, 4 Gentleman by 
Birth and Education, marrying the, Widow of 
~ one B. Mafter. SmithNco bis bate ‘Majefty K, 
William, who owiug 4 great Dealof Money, 
4s be bid agreas Deal due to him on the 
civil Lift unpaid to this Hour, bis Creditors 
fab ee aaa Mr. Carleton, and fuing bim 
0 Execution without ee nos only Ieie'd 
- and Jold all bis Houfhold Goods at an under 
Rate to bis great Detrimemt, but extended 
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_ afual pofelfion. Mr. Carleton thys bazarded 
and ftript of all for bis Wives Debts, 1s fued 
__ in kis Perfon upon a Bond of 2401. penalty, 
_ given by the faid B. in bis Life time, to 
_ Gentleman under Officer, belonging then to 
_ the Pay-mafter Geueral’s Office, tbo’ together 


_ bis real Eftate, ; whereof hey are ftill in 


( rar) 


MisceLtiuanga, 


with.ithe had given ox Afignmente a20 1, 


duc to she... ... and genersiy pmatle in 
that a 4s, fursber pg udgeeees 
was obtcin'd againft Carleton in in 


‘the Court.of Common-Plees.as Weftmiaker, 
mpen which be brings bis Wrieof Error as 
well for otber redfons, as te hopes te pain 
time to recover whas vers Ane to tbe fell. 
and pay dis jut Debts ¥ains and bomeplp ous 
- its and being oblig'd to put is Bak w «- 
ide by whasever foould be done on she: feid 
Writ of Error, be put iu on: David Darnel, 
asebe fame. time, giving. Dasnel 4 Bond of 
§00]. $0 fave bim harmlefe in the Marwer 
Lome time after, this, Darnel bimfelf mas ta- 
ken up far his own Debts,.and came off by 
the At of Infolvent Debtors 5 Carieton’s 
oligos dnd Misfortunes coming fo sbick 
and fofaft upon bim, end having wo Effeds 
of she [sid B—— in bis Hends, and: all 
bis own being gome, esis before ferforth, 
wes unableso purfue bis {aid Writ af Errer, 
or fue for any kelief in Equity frow Such 
Proffures § upon which the Fudgmess giver 
_in she Common Pleas, againft him, was Affe 
med, and.therenpew « Scire facias dfued out 
Againft the faid Darnelbis Bail, to foew Caufe 
why the Debs fhould not be paid 0 which 
Scire facias, Darnel appeared by bis Arsoray, . 
and saking Copy thereof, goes to she Gemste- 
man to whom the Debs was and is ftill duc, 
and fbew’b bim bis Duplicate, upon which she 
Gentleman never troubled bim more in she 
matter: Since that the faid Darnel gets bim- 
Self taken up and Jified in ber Majefties 
Foot Guards, as @ Vagabond laa to she 
Vagabond Aa, and is there at this time iv 
Colonel Vincent’s Compamy Carleton 0. dife 
charge all. bis Bails, furrenders binfelf so 
the Q6een’s-Bench, where she feid Darnel 
charges him with 4 Declaration in Debt for 
500 |. ow the faid Bond given as Counter 
Securisy, tbo’ the f2id Carleton mever bad 
any orber Dealing with bin, wer ever ine 
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him a Farthing, than as cforefaid, and ofter 
offered bim to repay even double whet Charges 
he was at, in feeing an Attorney, and ta- 
king out the [aid Copy, Darnel beving never 
fomuch as pretended that he paid one Farthing 
for the Debt, and yet noswith{tanding all this, 
and bis being bimfelf in the Circumftances a= 
forefaid, Mr. Carleton having made’ an End 


‘with bie otber Principal Creditors, and being 


feen out of the Rules, Darnel takes outa 
Murshering Warrant againft him, and theree 
by takes and Commits bim to Newgate, the 
roth. Inftant, tho’ be never bad any Verdict, 
or Fudgment to Intisle bim to the Forfeiture 
of the Sid Bond, nor any other Ground or 
Colour for a Debt, than as. aforefaid, which 
any Body may bave from the Gentlemans own 
Mouth, Adieu. Jf this be Severe you can tell. 


Upon reading this difmal Story, I appeal 


_ ¢0 any Man, whether this’ Aét does not, as 
_ the common Law requires a Court of Equi- 


ty, require «Court of Mercy, to alleviate 
the Severity of it. 

Here’s a Gentleman of good Fortune 
and Family, whofe juft Creditors are kind 
and tender to him, and who would meet 
with Mercy at the Hands of thofe really 
wrong’d by him,unmercitully murther’d but 
a Manto whom really he is noc in Debt. 

Nor do [ think my felf too rah in calling 
it Murther, fince fic ’tis plain the Man 
muft die there, if not deliver’d by fume 
A& of Grace, he having no Capacity to 
pay. 2ly. Tis plain there being no juft 
‘Debt, there is no equitable Caufe of this 
Imprifonment, tho’ there is a legal Caufe ; 
fo chat it is Death wichouta Canle, which 
is nothing but Murcher. 


Nor fhould I be ia the wrong, if Tfug- . 


geft, that, generally (peaking, a Man is pro- 
fecuted with more Severity on Debts or 
Bonds, which are not for real Debrs, by 
which Men ate drawn into by Frauds, 
Wheedles, Circumftances and Nec: fiities, 
than on other Accounts, and this [ find 
true, by too much Experience, 

I have another Letter feut me upon this 
Head, which in it fclf will thow, to what 
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Extremities thefe things will driveMan- 
kind ; { fhall only give you the Letternow, 
ie my Anfwer to it hereafter. ey 
: R, : <¢ 

* AmaMan reduc’d to Ill Circumftan- 
J * ces, by no Difhoneft Means, butthe 
* meer Cafualties of the Times, and two 
or three Unreafonable Creditors, have 
purfued me to that Extremity, as to 
take out Dead Warrants againft me, by 
which if lamtaken, Iam certaintoPe. 
rith in Mifery and Prifon, forI havenot 
only nothing to Pay, but not wherewith 
to fubift, nur any Friends to Afift me 
—Now, Sir, asl am aGentleman 
Born, have had a good Eftate, and have 
not been Bred tuHardfhips; lam pere 
fwaded I fhall Dyeif I fallintheir Hands, 
and therefore it is much more Eligible, i 
4 
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to Dye like a Man, than be Starv’d like — 
a Dog ; from which Conclufion, Ialways 
go Arm’d, refolving if 1 am Attack’d by 
any Bodyin this Murthering Account, | 
never to be. Taken, but to Sell my Life 
as Dear as I can,and Dye with inySword 
in my Hand; Pray, your Opidion, whee 
ther I may not Lawfully do fo; chis Law 
being abfolutely Repugnant tothe Law 
of God, and {fo void in its own Na- 
ture. i hea i 
Your Humble Servant, &c. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. i: | 
R. Robert Inwood, Author 
ofthe new Invention for — 

making Chocolate the fineft, 

and cleanlieft in the World, | 
which admits not of coarieé 
=} or foul Sctlings, as others 

4 made that loathfome way up. | 

=e =, pon a Stone; fells all Nut3s, 

A iat, 5 of a pound, Sugar and Nut2s, 

the new Inven- to 3s a pound, aquarter 

tion no way t3 gratis, 6other fortsall Nut, 

Incheallbright or Sugar and Nut withthe | 

caft'Iron. ~ = fame Allowance, TheIn- © 

vention ig to be feen; the — 
working part is a Secret. The Chocolate 
fold by none but the Author in Stropfons 

Court, the third door behind the Green 

Dragon Tavern in Fleetftreet, apc 
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